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ABOUT HUMPBACK WHALES
Megaptera novaeangliae

Humpbacks are a large baleen 
whale found throughout all of the 
world’s oceans. They reach an 
average adult length of 12m (40ft) 
and may weigh up to 40,000 kg. 

In the North Pacific, the population 
has made an impressive comeback 
in the past 50 years. Humpback 
whales were heavily targeted by 
commercial whaling in the North 
Pacific until 1967; by the end of this 
harvest, there may have been as 
few as 1,400 humpbacks left in this 
population. Following commercial 
whaling, estimates of humpback 
whales in the North Pacific grew 
to reach peak population levels in 
2013 at 35,549 individuals. From 
2014–2016, a marine heat wave 
in the pacific likely resulted in a 
20% decline in humpback whales 
(~7,000 whales). Since then, the 
North Pacific humpback whale 
population abundance has predicted 
to be steadily increasing by ~4% 
(Cheeseman et al., 2023, 2024).

The North Pacific population of 
humpback whales makes long-
distance migrations. They range 

from winter breeding grounds in 
southern latitudes (Hawaii, Mexico, 
and southern Asia) to northern 
feeding areas (from California to 
Alaska and Russia) where they 
spend the summer months. 

The waters humpbacks frequent 
in the summer months are rich 
in prey including krill and small 
schooling fish such as herring, 
capelin, sandlance, and pilchard. 

Of all the baleen whales, humpbacks 
are most likely to engage in high 
energy surface behaviours such 
as breaching and slapping their tail 
flukes and pectoral fins. There is 
no definitive explanation for these 
behaviours; they likely have various 
meanings depending on the context.

In many parts of their range, 
humpbacks are greatly impacted 
by human activity. Entanglement, 
ship strikes, noise disturbance, and 
overfishing of prey impact these 
whales. Currently, humpbacks 
whales in British Columbia are 
listed as “Special Concern” under 
the Species at Risk Act. 

Right: Two humpbacks bubble-net feeding. Photo taken under MML-18  
using a telephoto lens and cropped.
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BUBBLE-NET 
FEEDING
Humpback whales are known as  
a rorqual whale, which means they 
have long pleats from their lower 
jaw to their abdomen that allows 
the throat to expand, engulfing 
huge amounts of food-filled water 
while feeding. Humpbacks then 
use baleen like a sieve to trap food 
while removing the salt water. 
Humpback whales employ several 
feeding techniques to obtain these 
mouthfuls; most spectacularly, 
bubble-netting, where one to several 
animals may create a circular wall of 
bubbles to concentrate food before 
lunging through it. 

The Bubble-Blower
One whale exhales air in 
a spiral to create a net of 
bubbles that corrals the 
fish and prevents them 
from escaping. 

The Herders
To herd the fish, other 
whales circle around the 
school. They may use 
the white underside of 
their pectoral flippers as 
“flashers” to scare and 
concentrate the fish. 

The Caller
Another whale emits a repetitive, 
loud call that scares the fish 
towards the surface and likely 
coordinates the other whales.

The Group Lunge
When the fish are tightly 
clustered near the surface, 
the call stops and the whales 
lunge in unison with their 
mouths agape, breaking 
the surface forcefully and 
engulfing the fish.

Left: Illustration by Leya Tess 
demonstrating bubble-net feeding 
from below the surface
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HUMPBACKS OF THE NORTH COAST
This catalogue includes whales primarily observed in Chatham Sound, 
Work Channel and Dixon Entrance East. Based on data collected from 
our citizen science project, the Ocean Wise Sightings Network (formerly 
B.C. Cetacean Sightings Network, wildwhales.org), humpback whales are 
the most commonly reported cetacean in this region. They are observed  
year-round in both winter and summer months. As of September 2023,  
this catalogue includes 434 whales documented in this study area.

Right: Illustration of the North Coast Study Area of Chatham Sound, Hecate 
Strait and Dixon Entrance East. Below: Photo by Kaitlyn Barnett

Prince Rupert 
(Lax Kxeen)
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WHALE SAFETY
For boater and whale safety, it is imperative that 
vessels operate carefully around humpbacks. 
Boaters have been severely injured by collisions 
with humpback whales in British Columbia. 
Boats should exercise caution in areas of known 
or potential humpback activity. 

Humpbacks can surface suddenly and without 
warning. They often appear unaware of boat 
presence and boaters should not assume 
humpback whales know where the vessel is 
located. Humpback whales are known to rest 
at the surface, a behaviour known as logging, 
making them hard to see. Boaters should be 
on alert to humpback whale presence when 
transiting through coastal waters. 

SIGNS THAT WHALES  
MAY BE NEARBY
•	 Bird activity 

•	 Bait balls

•	 Blows (exhalations) 

•	 Splashes 

•	 Ecotourism vessels stopped or slowed
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SLOW DOWN
If whale presence is detected or 
if you are operating in an area 
that is often used by humpbacks, 
slow down. Boaters in Chatham 
Sound should particularly pay 
attention around the mouth of 
Work Channel and through Edye 
Pass in the summer time and the 
entrance to the Prince Rupert 
harbour and through Brown Pass 
in the winter time. Both areas have   
a high degree of seasonal overlap 
between boats and whales.

DO NOT STOP IN THEIR 
TRAVEL PATH
If whales are bubble-net feeding, 
give them additional space as 
their surfacing can be abrupt and 
powerful. The whales may be very 
focused on feeding and oblivious  
to vessels in their vicinity. 

GIVE WHALES SPACE
The federal Marine Mammal 
Regulations require that vessels 
keep a minimum of 100 metres 
away from most whales, dolphins, 
and porpoises, and keeping a 
minimum of 200 metres away if 
they are in resting position or with 
their calf – it’s the law. Consider  
the whale’s behaviour and size  
when assessing your approach.

PLEASE REPORT
Please report any incidents 
of disturbance, collision, or 
entanglement in fishing gear 
immediately to DFO’s Reporting 
Line 1-800-465-4336 or Coast 
Guard VHF 16. Never attempt to 
remove any gear off an entangled 
whale on your own. Specialized 
disentanglement teams are 
dispatched once reports are made.

LEARN MORE ABOUT WHALE-SAFE BOATING 
www.seeablowgoslow.org

www.bewhalewise.org

Left: Photo by Megan Baker
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CONTRIBUTE
You can contribute to our 
understanding and conservation 
of humpback whales in Chatham 
Sound and surrounding areas. 
Report your sightings of humpback 
whales directly to the Ocean 
Wise Sightings Network via the 
WhaleReport App (for iPhone and 
Android) or online at ocean.org.

MORE INFORMATION
Ocean Wise Sightings Network: ocean.org
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CANADIAN PACIFIC HUMPBACK COLLABORATION
All humpback whale data collected by Ocean Wise Whale Initiative supports the Canadian 
Pacific Humpback Collaboration (CPHC), which focuses on cataloging Humpback Whales 
on the coast of British Columbia. The centralized database aids in understanding the 
whales’ behavior, habitat use, population size, and the impact of threats such as vessel 
strikes and entanglement. This work contributes to population level assessments, such  
as those by the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC).  
To learn more visit www.bchumpbacks.com.

You can also contribute photos of humpback flukes 
in this region to northcoast@ocean.org. Please 
ensure you follow the marine mammal regulations 
for boaters when photographing whales.

8

OCEAN WISE | HUMPBACKS OF THE NORTH COAST

https://apps.apple.com/ca/app/whalereport/id982066469
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=ca.org.vanaqua.vawhalereport&hl=en&gl=US&pli=1
https://ocean.org/action/send-a-sighting-save-a-whale/
https://ocean.org/overfishing/whales/ocean-wise-sightings-network/
http://www.bchumpbacks.com
mailto:northcoast%40ocean.org.?subject=


ID Category

Top-right tab indicates 
approximate percentage 
of white on whale fluke.
Photos are organized  
by percentage white.

BCY0108 (Snowtip) F

CATALOGUE GUIDE
To facilitate easier matching, this catalogue organizes individuals not 
by numerical ID but by their overall appearance, beginning with those 
exhibiting the darkest tail flukes and concluding with those with the 
lightest. A separate section is allocated for recent calves, recognizing 
that their pigmentation may still undergo changes.

First Sighted

This is the year first 
sighted in study area 
(not year photo taken). 

Alphanumeric Code Name

UKNC indicates whales 
that did not have identifiers 
assigned by DFO to date.

Nickname

Breeding Ground

Identified Sex

F: Female 
M: Male

Also Known As

Alternate ID code 
if whale has one.

Photo Credit

All photos were taken under 
MML:18 by the Ocean Wise 
North Coast Whales Initiative 
unless otherwise noted.

X = �mostly black 
0–20% white

Y = �intermediate 
20–80% white

Z = �mostly white 
80–100% white

FS: 2001 BG: Hawaii AKA Photo: Geneniève Bock-Caron
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BCX0074 (Timbit)  

FS: 2003 Photo: Doug Davis

BCX0255 (Dash)  

FS: 2006 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis

BCX0308 (Drizzle) F 

FS: 2005 BG: Hawaii

BCX0312 (Pinch)  

FS: 2001 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis

BCX0313   

FS: 2001 Photo: Doug Davis

BCX0315 (Rugged)  

FS: 2001 BG: Hawaii
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BCX0627 (Barnard) F 

FS: 2004 BG: Hawaii

BCX0648 (Chewy) M 

FS: 2003 Photo: Doug Davis

BCX0650 (Hacksaw)  

FS: 2014 BCXUKNC2014_01

BCX0651 (Gulch) F 

FS: 2020 BG: Hawaii

BCX0720 (Bullet )  

FS: 2022

BCX0762 (Moomin)  

FS: 2004 BG: Hawaii
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BCX0779 (Trigger) F 

FS: 2006 BG: Hawaii

BCX0780 (Harry)  

FS: 2005 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2020_10 Photo: Darla Farrington

BCX0795   

FS: 2022

BCX0869 (Poniuniu)  

FS: 2023 BG: Hawaii

BCX0878 (Isopod)  

FS: 2003

BCX0924 (U’i) F 

FS: 2001 BG: Hawaii Photo: Megan Baker
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BCX0929 (Pita)  

FS: 2006 BG: Hawaii Photo: Geneviève Bock-Caron

BCX0954 (Swiftie) F 

FS: 2015 BG: Hawaii

BCX0982 (Kluane)  

FS: 2003 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis

BCX0990 (Anchor) F 

FS: 2003 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis

BCX0991 (Mole)  

FS: 2003 Photo: Doug Davis

BCX1002 (Dreamworks)  

FS: 2003 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis
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BCX1073 (Showoff)  

FS: 2014 BG: Hawaii

BCX1182 (Jalapeno)  

FS: 2020 BG: Hawaii

BCX1188 (Jigger) F 

FS: 2016

BCX1276   

FS: 2022 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2022_32

BCX1306   

FS: 2023

BCX1433 (JaggedEars)  

FS: 2014 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2014_19
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BCX1459 F 

FS: 2020 BCXUKNC2020_06

BCX1477 (Kite)  

FS: 2015 BG: Mexico BCXUKNC2015_04

BCX1480 (Spotlight) F 

FS: 2015 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2015_13

BCX1583 (Forte)  

FS: 2016 BCXUKNC2020_11

BCX1596 (Cubert)  

FS: 2022 Photo: Jackie Hildering

BCX1626 (Dawn)  

FS: 2019 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2019_38
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BCX1650 (Bunny)  

FS: 2014 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2014_20

BCX1666 (Kilroy)  

FS: 2015 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2015_03

BCX1685 (Ellipsis)  

FS: 2015 BCXUKNC2015_17 Photo: Doug Davis

BCX1687 (Cherub)  

FS: 2015 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2015_02

BCX1688 (Duck)  

FS: 2015 BCXUKNC2015_05

BCX1690 (Cheeky)  

FS: 2015 BCXUKNC2015_09
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BCX1713 (Marble)  

FS: 2022

BCX1772 (Abyss)  

FS: 2016 BCXUKNC2016_08

BCX1778 (Button)  

FS: 2022

BCX1826 (Oakley)  

FS: 2017 BCXUKNC2017_12

BCX1828 (Bob) F 

FS: 2017 BCXUKNC2017_16

BCX1832 (Hook)  

FS: 2017 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2017_23 Photo: Doug Davis
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BCX1972 (Raphael)  

FS: 2019 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2019_13 Photo: Megan Baker

BCX1973 (Saturn)  

FS: 2019 BCXUKNC2019_14 Photo: Megan Baker

BCX1977 (Tarantino)  

FS: 2019 BCXUKNC2019_19 Photo: Doug Davis

BCX1979 (Wings)  

FS: 2019 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2019_20

BCX1986 (Dab)  

FS: 2019 BCXUKNC2019_31

BCX1990 (Topaz)  

FS: 2019 BCXUKNC2019_35 Photo: Doug Davis
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BCX1997 (Comet)  

FS: 2001 BCXUKNC2001_03 Photo: Doug Davis

BCX2056 (Angus)  

FS: 2020 BCXUKNC2020_08

BCX2057   

FS: 2020 BCXUKNC2020_13

BCX2061   

FS: 2023

BCX2159 (Karma)  

FS: 2021 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2021_07

BCXUKNC2021_10   

FS: 2021 Photo: Megan Baker
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BCXUKNC2022_06 (Venom)  

FS: 2022 Photo: Scott Turton

BCXUKNC2022_09 (Mound)  

FS: 2022 Photo: Jackie Hildering

BCXUKNC2022_11 (Siwak)  

FS: 2022 Photo: Jackie Hildering

BCXUKNC2022_14 (Dart)  

FS: 2022

BCXUKNC2022_25   

FS: 2022

BCXUKNC2022_29 (Maui)  

FS: 2022
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BCXUKNC2022_30   

FS: 2022

BCXUKNC2022_33   

FS: 2022

BCXUKNC2022_35 (Bandito)  

FS: 2022

BCXUKNC2022_40   

FS: 2022

BCXUKNC2022_56   

FS: 2022 Photo: Darla Farrington

BCXUKNC2022_64   

FS: 2022 Photo: Darla Farrington
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BCXUKNC2023_02   

FS: 2023 BG: Hawaii

BCXUKNC2023_16   

FS: 2023 Photo: Doug Davis

BCXUKNC2023_18   

FS: 2023 BG: Hawaii Photo: Darla Farrington

BCXUKNC2023_28   

FS: 2023 BG: Hawaii

BCX0026 (Wink)  

FS: 2001 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis

BCX0129 (Wedge)  

FS: 2003
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BCX0144 (Half Stripe)  

FS: 2022 BG: Hawaii

BCX0361 (Smiley) M 

FS: 2023 BG: Mexico Photo: Doug Davis

BCX0475 (Inukshuk)  

FS: 2015

BCX0566 (BearClaw)  

FS: 2006 BG: Hawaii

BCX0580 (Smirk) F 

FS: 2003 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis

BCX0598 (Fizz)  

FS: 2017
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BCX0604 (Ghost)  

FS: 2006 BG: Hawaii

BCX0682 (Maraca)  

FS: 2019 BG: Hawaii Photo: Megan Baker

BCX0691 (Buttons)  

FS: 2003 BG: Hawaii

BCX0699 (Mustache)  

FS: 2015 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis

BCX0813 (FoxEyes) M 

FS: 2003 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis

BCX0814 (Nobby) M 

FS: 2004 BG: Hawaii
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BCX0860 (Zorro)  

FS: 2005 BG: Hawaii Photo: Megan Baker

BCX0897 (Gingko)  

FS: 2006 Photo: Doug Davis

BCX0912 (Terrace)  

FS: 2022 BG: Hawaii

BCX0920 (Shock)  

FS: 2015 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis

BCX0927 (Illy) F 

FS: 2014

BCX1005 (Minnie) M 

FS: 2022 BG: Hawaii
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BCX1065 (Tally)  

FS: 2017

BCX1105 (Thistle)  

FS: 2001 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis

BCX1127 (Trillium)  

FS: 2015 BG: Hawaii

BCX1167 (Chrome)  

FS: 2022

BCX1222 (Design) M 

FS: 2023

BCX1229 (Herc)  

FS: 2021 BG: Mexico BCXUKNC2021_06
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BCX1232 (Moon)  

FS: 2019 BG: Hawaii Photo: Megan Baker

BCX1296 (TicTack)  

FS: 2019 Photo: Megan Baker

BCX1404 (Perseid)  

FS: 2020 BCXUKNC2020_15

BCX1470 (Batman)  

FS: 2014 BCXUKNC2014_14

BCX1473 (Empire)  

FS: 2019 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2019_27 Photo: Doug Davis

BCX1474 (Whiskers)  

FS: 2014 BCXUKNC2014_12 Photo: Doug Davis
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BCX1499 (Frenchy)  

FS: 2014 BCXUKNC2014_21

BCX1580   

FS: 2023 Photo: Doug Davis

BCX1617 (Notch)  

FS: 2017 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2017_35

BCX1630 (Lava)  

FS: 2014 BCXUKNC2014_18

BCX1635 (Cube)  

FS: 2020 BCXUKNC2020_12

BCX1646 (Scribbles)  

FS: 2014 BCXUKNC2014_13
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BCX1648 (Paintbrush)  

FS: 2014 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2014_17

BCX1649 (Nibble)  

FS: 2014 BCXUKNC2014_02

BCX1651 (Staff)  

FS: 2014 BCXUKNC2014_03

BCX1652 (Ditch)  

FS: 2014 BCXUKNC2014_04 Photo: Doug Davis

BCX1680 (Jetstream)  

FS: 2015 BCXUKNC2015_01

BCX1682 (Goldy)  

FS: 2015 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2015_11 Photo: Doug Davis
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BCX1684 (Tassles)  

FS: 2015 BCXUKNC2015_15 Photo: Trevor Ruelle

BCX1686 (TrebleClef)  

FS: 2015 BG: Mexico BCXUKNC2015_18 Photo: Doug Davis

BCX1689 (Femur)  

FS: 2015 BCXUKNC2015_07

BCX1717   

FS: 2023

BCX1720   

FS: 2023

BCX1767 (Captain)  

FS: 2016 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2016_02
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BCX1768 (Aurora)  

FS: 2016 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2016_03

BCX1769 (Swish)  

FS: 2016 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2016_05

BCX1770 (Goomba)  

FS: 2016 BCXUKNC2016_06

BCX1771 (Toukey)  

FS: 2016 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2016_07 Photo: Megan Baker

BCX1825 (Kermit)  

FS: 2017 BCXUKNC2017_11 Photo: Doug Davis

BCX1830 (LeftyEleven) M 

FS: 2017 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2017_19 Photo: Megan Baker
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BCX1831 (Chomp)  

FS: 2017 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2017_21

BCX1834 (Chalice)  

FS: 2017 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2017_26 Photo: Doug Davis

BCX1835 (Kandinsky)  

FS: 2017 BCXUKNC2017_28 Photo: Doug Davis

BCX1836   

FS: 2017 BCXUKNC2017_30 Photo: Megan Baker

BCX1837 (Divot)  

FS: 2017 BCXUKNC2017_31

BCX1838 (Pepper)  

FS: 2017 BCXUKNC2017_32
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BCX1839 (Merry)  

FS: 2017 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2017_33 Photo: Doug Davis

BCX1840 (DoubleScoop)  

FS: 2017 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2017_34 Photo: Doug Davis

BCX1842 (VanGogh)  

FS: 2017 BCXUKNC2017_05

BCX1843 (Spy)  

FS: 2017 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2019_22

BCX1844 (MorseCode)  

FS: 2017 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2017_09 Photo: Megan Baker

BCX1852 (Raza)  

FS: 2023 BG: Mexico

33

OCEAN WISE | HUMPBACKS OF THE NORTH COAST X WHALES 0–20%



BCX1907 (Jack)  

FS: 2018 BCXUKNC2018_02 Photo: Megan Baker

BCX1911 (Pi)  

FS: 2018 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2018_08 Photo: Doug Davis

BCX1969 (TwentyOne)  

FS: 2019 BCXUKNC2019_10 Photo: Megan Baker

BCX1970 (Aoemba)  

FS: 2019 BCXUKNC2019_11 Photo: Megan Baker

BCX1974 (Spear)  

FS: 2019 BCXUKNC2019_15 Photo: Megan Baker

BCX1976 (TieFighter)  

FS: 2019 BCXUKNC2019_18 Photo: Doug Davis
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BCX1978 (Vendetta)  

FS: 2019 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2019_02 Photo: Megan Baker

BCX1982 (Nudibranch)  

FS: 2019 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2019_24 Photo: Megan Baker

BCX1984 (Scritch)  

FS: 2019 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2019_29 Photo: Doug Davis

BCX1985   

FS: 2019 BCXUKNC2019_30 Photo: Doug Davis

BCX1987 (Orbit)  

FS: 2019 BCXUKNC2019_32 Photo: Doug Davis

BCX1988   

FS: 2019 BCXUKNC2019_33 Photo: Doug Davis
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BCX1992 (Swoosh)  

FS: 2019 BCXUKNC2019_05 Photo: Megan Baker

BCX1993 (Tiah)  

FS: 2019 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2019_08 Photo: Geneviève Bock-Caron

BCX2010 (Wishbone)  

FS: 2019 BCXUKNC2019_40

BCX2055 (Navel)  

FS: 2020 BCXUKNC2020_05 Photo: Doug Davis

BCX2156 (Talon)  

FS: 2021 BCXUKNC2021_03

BCX2158   

FS: 2021 BG: Mexico BCXUKNC2021_05
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BCX2160   

FS: 2021 BCXUKNC2021_08

BCX2161 (Dali)  

FS: 2021 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2021_09 Photo: Megan Baker

BCXUKNC2022_01   

FS: 2022 Photo: Megan Baker

BCXUKNC2022_03 (Owen Wilson)  

FS: 2022 Photo: Megan Baker

BCXUKNC2022_04 (Kelp)  

FS: 2022 Photo: Jackie Hildering

BCXUKNC2022_10 (Chips Ahoy)  

FS: 2022 Photo: Scott Turton
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BCXUKNC2022_15 (ShaniaTwain)  

FS: 2022

BCXUKNC2022_17 (Axis)  

FS: 2022

BCXUKNC2022_26   

FS: 2022

BCXUKNC2022_34 (Boomerang)  

FS: 2022

BCXUKNC2022_39 (Smash)  

FS: 2022

BCXUKNC2022_61   

FS: 2022 Photo: Darla Farrington
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BCXUKNC2022_62   

FS: 2022 Photo: Darla Farrington

BCXUKNC2022_65   

FS: 2022 Photo: Darla Farrington

BCXUKNC2023_01   

FS: 2023

BCXUKNC2023_04 (Opo)  

FS: 2023

BCXUKNC2023_05 (Ripsaw)  

FS: 2023

BCXUKNC2023_06   

FS: 2023
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BCXUKNC2023_08   

FS: 2023

BCXUKNC2023_09 (Seamus)  

FS: 2023 BG: Mexico

BCXUKNC2023_11   

FS: 2023 Photo: Doug Davis

BCXUKNC2023_12 (Asteroid)  

FS: 2023

BCXUKNC2023_13   

FS: 2023

BCXUKNC2023_14   

FS: 2023 Photo: Doug Davis
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BCXUKNC2023_19   

FS: 2023

BCXUKNC2023_20 (Maple)  

FS: 2023 Photo: Callyn Holder

BCXUKNC2023_21   

FS: 2023

BCXUKNC2023_22 (Jesús)  

FS: 2023

BCXUKNC2023_23   

FS: 2023

BCXUKNC2023_25   

FS: 2023 BG: Hawaii
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BCXUKNC2023_26   

FS: 2023

BCXUKNC2023_27   

FS: 2023 Photo: Jane Wilson

BCX0228 (Slinky)  

FS: 2014 BG: Hawaii

BCX0246 (Bubbles)  

FS: 2015 BG: Hawaii

BCX0557 (Caterpillar)  

FS: 2004 BG: Hawaii

BCX0921 (Myrtle)  

FS: 2005 Photo: Megan Baker
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BCX0963 (MilkyWay) F 

FS: 2006 BG: Hawaii

BCX1111 (Maroon)  

FS: 2001 Photo: Doug Davis

BCX1435 (Fountain)  

FS: 2017 BCXUKNC2017_17 Photo: Megan Baker

BCX1567 (Piranha)  

FS: 2015 BCXUKNC2015_06 Photo: Doug Davis

BCX1644 (Smoky)  

FS: 2014 BCXUKNC2014_10

BCX1645 (TreeTrunk)  

FS: 2014 BG: Mexico BCXUKNC2014_11

43

OCEAN WISE | HUMPBACKS OF THE NORTH COAST X WHALES 0–20%



BCX1647 (Thumbnail)  

FS: 2014 BCXUKNC2014_15

BCX1653 (Horizon)  

FS: 2014 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2014_05 Photo: Megan Baker

BCX1654 (Monocle)  

FS: 2014 BCXUKNC2014_09

BCX1668 (Hippo)  

FS: 2015 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2015_16 Photo: Trevor Ruelle

BCX1971 (Temple)  

FS: 2019 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2019_12 Photo: Megan Baker

BCX2025 (Alphagetti)  

FS: 2022 Photo: Darla Farrington
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BCXUKNC2022_58   

FS: 2022 Photo: Darla Farrington

BCX0428 (Grimm)  

FS: 2019 Photo: Doug Davis

BCX0503 (Abstract)  

FS: 2004 BG: Hawaii Photo: Jamie Hahn

BCX1509   

FS: 2023 BG: Hawaii

BCX1558 (Faceoff)  

FS: 2016 BG: Hawaii BCYUKNC2016_02

BCX1620   

FS: 2019 BCXUKNC2019_39
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BCX1827 (Bracket)  

FS: 2017 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2017_13 Photo: Doug Davis

BCX1833 (Skyfall)  

FS: 2017 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2017_25 Photo: Doug Davis

BCX1915 (Whitecap)  

FS: 2022

BCX1968 (Dobby)  

FS: 2019 BCXUKNC2019_01

BCX2154 (Jello)  

FS: 2021 BCXUKNC2021_01

BCX2157   

FS: 2021 BCXUKNC2021_04
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BCXUKNC2022_51   

FS: 2022

BCXUKNC2023_07 (Chow)  

FS: 2023

BCXUKNC2023_15 (Prawn) F 

FS: 2023

BCXUKNC2023_24 (Pimple)  

FS: 2023 BG: Hawaii

BCX0649 (Monarchy)  

FS: 2014 BG: Hawaii

BCX1269 (Fangs)  

FS: 2014 BG: Hawaii
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BCX1787 (Galaxy)  

FS: 2017 BCYUKNC2017_11 Photo: Megan Baker

BCX1912 (Rorschach)  

FS: 2018 BCYUKNC2018_04 Photo: Doug Davis

BCX1991 (Choppy)  

FS: 2019 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2019_36 Photo: Megan Baker

BCX2024 (Robustus)  

FS: 2022

BCX2155 (Hoot)  

FS: 2021 BCXUKNC2021_02

BCXUKNC2022_07   

FS: 2022
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BCXUKNC2022_20 (Phineas)  

FS: 2022

BCXUKNC2023_10 (Frida)  

FS: 2023

BCX1714 (Coronula)  

FS: 2017 BG: Mexico BCYUKNC2017_06 Photo: Doug Davis

BCX1908 (Barney)  

FS: 2018 BCXUKNC2018_03 Photo: Megan Baker

BCX1944   

FS: 2014 BG: Hawaii BCYUKNC2014_02

BCXUKNC2022_12 (Knuckles)  

FS: 2022
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BCXUKNC2022_41 (Score)  

FS: 2022

BCXUKNC2022_42   

FS: 2022

BCXUKNC2022_59   

FS: 2022 Photo: Darla Farrington

BCXUKNC2022_60 (Pebbles)  

FS: 2022 Photo: Darla Farrington
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BCY0530   

FS: 2023 BG: Hawaii

BCY0433 (HolyMoly) F 

FS: 2004 BG: Hawaii Photo: Nicole Robinson

BCY0434 (Dapple)  

FS: 2004

BCY0436 (Trilobite)  

FS: 2020 BG: Hawaii

BCY0555 (Bolt)  

FS: 2017 BG: Hawaii

BCY0668 (Xylophone)  

FS: 2020 BG: Hawaii
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BCY0431 (SpecialK)  

FS: 2001 BG: Hawaii BCYUKNC2020_07

BCY0593   

FS: 2019 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2019_37

BCY0670 (Seahorse)  

FS: 2019 BG: Hawaii

BCYUKNC2022_28 (Prairie)  

FS: 2022

BCY0188 (Banana)  

FS: 2001

BCY0311 (Tempest) M 

FS: 2006 BG: Hawaii
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BCY0442 (Slingshot)  

FS: 2022 BG: Hawaii

BCY0609 (Squall)  

FS: 2006 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis

BCY0712 (Machete)  

FS: 2014

BCY0986 (Splotch)  

FS: 2014 BCXUKNC2014_08

BCY1011 (Bear)  

FS: 2015 BCYUKNC2015_04 Photo: Megan Baker

BCY1194 (Nebula)  

FS: 2022
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BCYUKNC2022_08 (Rowan)  

FS: 2022

BCYUKNC2022_25 (Gilmore)  

FS: 2022

BCYUKNC2022_31   

FS: 2022 Photo: Darla Farrington

BCY0032 (Pincer)  

FS: 2017 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis

BCY0036 (Scatter)  

FS: 2017 BG: Mexico Photo: Doug Davis

BCY0067 (Cato)  

FS: 2014 BG: Hawaii
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BCY0115 (Claws)  

FS: 2003 Photo: Doug Davis

BCY0189 (Burrow)  

FS: 2004 BG: Hawaii

BCY0505 (Salem)  

FS: 2022 BG: Hawaii BCYUKNC2022_16

BCY0506 (Crest)  

FS: 2014 BG: Hawaii

BCY0519   

FS: 2019 BG: Hawaii BCYUKNC2019_06

BCY0522 (Pillar) F 

FS: 2006 BG: Hawaii
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BCY0578 (Loop-D-Loop)  

FS: 2017 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis

BCY0605 (Scream)  

FS: 2006

BCY0766 (TeePee)  

FS: 2014 BG: Hawaii

BCY0782 (AlbaKiko) F 

FS: 2023

BCY0859 (Cloud)  

FS: 2016 BCYUKNC2016_01

BCY0872 (Viva)  

FS: 2023 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis
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BCY0921 (Moray)  

FS: 2020 BCYUKNC2020_02

BCY0956 (Cygnet)  

FS: 2014 BCYUKNC2014_09

BCY0957 (Angel)  

FS: 2022

BCY0969 (Grogu)  

FS: 2022

BCY0975 (Archipelago)  

FS: 2015 BG: Hawaii BCYUKNC2015_05

BCY0976 (Casey)  

FS: 2023 Photo: Doug Davis
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BCY0989   

FS: 2014 BCYUKNC2014_03

BCY0992 (Bushy)  

FS: 2014 BG: Hawaii BCYUKNC2014_07

BCY1054 (Pacman)  

FS: 2016 BG: Mexico BCYUKNC2016_03

BCY1101 (Spectre)  

FS: 2017 BG: Mexico BCYUKNC2017_09 Photo: April MacLeod

BCY1133 (Cedar)  

FS: 2018 BG: Hawaii BCYUKNC2018_01 Photo: Megan Baker

BCY1168 (Gravity)  

FS: 2019 BCYUKNC2019_11 Photo: Doug Davis
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BCY1181 (Comma)  

FS: 2019 BCYUKNC2019_15 Photo: Megan Baker

BCY1206 (Manta)  

FS: 2020 BCYUKNC2020_03

BCYUKNC2022_04 (Fruit Ninja)  

FS: 2022

BCYUKNC2022_07 (Andes)  

FS: 2022

BCYUKNC2022_09 (Vibrissae)  

FS: 2022

BCYUKNC2022_10 (Chippy)  

FS: 2022
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BCYUKNC2022_14 (Lil’b)  

FS: 2022

BCYUKNC2022_29   

FS: 2022

BCYUKNC2022_35 (Dusting)  

FS: 2022 Photo: Darla Farrington

BCYUKNC2023_02 (Hoodoo)  

FS: 2023 BG: Hawaii

BCYUKNC2023_04 (Beacon)  

FS: 2023

BCYUKNC2023_05 (Sailor)  

FS: 2023
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BCY0046 (SpaceJam)  

FS: 2001 BG: Hawaii

BCY0078 (McFlurry) F 

FS: 2003 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis

BCY0205 (Champagne)  

FS: 2022

BCY0262 (Tamatoa) M 

FS: 2003 BG: Mexico Photo: Doug Davis

BCY0429 (Gator)  

FS: 2004

BCY0471 (Agaric)  

FS: 2003 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis
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BCY0510 (Hurricane)  

FS: 2005 BG: Hawaii

BCY0734 (Cricket)  

FS: 2017 Photo: Doug Davis

BCY0750 (Lionsgate)  

FS: 2022 BG: Mexico

BCY0941 (Chevron)  

FS: 2017 BCYUKNC2017_21 Photo: Doug Davis

BCY0968 (Meteor)  

FS: 2014 BG: Mexico BCYUKNC2014_06

BCY0993 (LanternFish)  

FS: 2014 BCYUKNC2014_08 Photo: Jamie Hahn
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BCY0999 (Cheshire)  

FS: 2019 BCYUKNC2019_04 Photo: Doug Davis

BCY1096 (Sia)  

FS: 2017 BG: Hawaii BCYUKNC2017_02

BCY1097 (Spirit)  

FS: 2017 BG: Hawaii BCYUKNC2017_20 Photo: Doug Davis

BCY1167 (MindFlayer)  

FS: 2019 BCYUKNC2019_10 Photo: Doug Davis

BCY1170 (Pisces)  

FS: 2019 BCYUKNC2019_13 Photo: Doug Davis

BCY1173   

FS: 2019 BCYUKNC2019_08 Photo: Doug Davis
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BCYUKNC2022_01 (Scallop)  

FS: 2022 Photo: Megan Baker

BCYUKNC2022_34 (Granite)  

FS: 2022 Photo: Darla Farrington

BCY0092 (Skeksis)  

FS: 2003 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis

BCY0791 (Jurassic)  

FS: 2019 BG: Mexico BCYUKNC2019_02 Photo: Doug Davis

BCY1085 (Lichen)  

FS: 2019 BCYUKNC2019_03 Photo: Doug Davis

BCY1094 (Casper) F 

FS: 2017 BG: Hawaii BCYUKNC2017_12 Photo: Doug Davis
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BCY1148 (Toothless)  

FS: 2021 BCYUKNC2021_06

BCY1166 (Gonzo)  

FS: 2019 BCYUKNC2019_01 Photo: Megan Baker

BCYUKNC2022_05   

FS: 2022

BCY0037 (Morph)  

FS: 2021 BG: Hawaii BCYUKNC2021_01

BCY0094 (Masquerade) M 

FS: 2006 BG: Hawaii

BCY0172 (Horizon)  

FS: 2023 BG: Hawaii Photo: Scott Turton
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BCY1009 (Pongo)  

FS: 2015 BCYUKNC2015_01

BCY1012 (Dungeness)  

FS: 2015 BCYUKNC2015_07 Photo: Trevor Ruelle

BCY1099 (Troll)  

FS: 2017 BCYUKNC2017_07 Photo: Doug Davis

BCY1172 (Avatar)  

FS: 2019 BCYUKNC2019_07

BCY1183 (Glacier)  

FS: 2019 BCYUKNC2019_05 Photo: Megan Baker

BCY1188 (Drip)  

FS: 2020 BG: Hawaii BCYUKNC2020_04
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BCYUKNC2023_06 (Laser)  

FS: 2023

BCYUKNC2023_08   

FS: 2023 Photo: Jane Wilson
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BCY0108 (Snowtip) F 

FS: 2001 BG: Hawaii Photo: Geneviève Bock-Caron

BCY0352 (Pointer)  

FS: 2014

BCY0735 (MoonPie)  

FS: 2016 BG: Hawaii

BCY0944 (Spectrum)  

FS: 2021 BG: Hawaii BCYUKNC2021_05 Photo: Megan Baker

BCY1169 (CrazyEight) M 

FS: 2019 BG: Mexico BCYUKNC2019_12 Photo: Doug Davis

BCY1174 (ProfessorX)  

FS: 2019 BG: Hawaii BCYUKNC2019_09 Photo: Doug Davis
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BCYUKNC2022_32   

FS: 2022 Photo: Darla Farrington

BCYUKNC2023_01 (Edward)  

FS: 2023

BCY0185 (Llama)  

FS: 2001 Photo: Doug Davis

BCY0428 (Portobello) F 

FS: 2004 BG: Hawaii

BCY0474 (Coil)  

FS: 2022 BG: Hawaii

BCY0990 (Falco)  

FS: 2014 BG: Hawaii BCYUKNC2014_04

69

OCEAN WISE | HUMPBACKS OF THE NORTH COAST Y WHALES 40–60%



BCY1010 (Treasure)  

FS: 2015 BG: Hawaii BCYUKNC2015_02

BCY1100 (Dundee)  

FS: 2017 BG: Hawaii BCYUKNC2017_08

BCY0430 (Raven)  

FS: 2004 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis

BCY0594 (Colin)  

FS: 2001 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis

BCY1093 (Mitz)  

FS: 2017 BCYUKNC2017_01

BCYUKNC2022_30 (Arbor)  

FS: 2022 Photo: Darla Farrington

70

OCEAN WISE | HUMPBACKS OF THE NORTH COAST Y WHALES 40–60%



BCYUKNC2023_03 (Aphrodite)  

FS: 2023

BCY0123 (Mako)  

FS: 2023 BG: Hawaii

BCY0790 (Pan)  

FS: 2017 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis

BCY0981 (Vandal)  

FS: 2021 BG: Mexico BCYUKNC2021_03
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BCY0347 (Bronco)  

FS: 2004 BG: Hawaii

BCY0650   

FS: 2022 Photo: Darla Farrington

BCY1095 (Narnia)  

FS: 2017 BG: Hawaii BCYUKNC2017_19 Photo: Doug Davis

BCY0310 (Polar)  

FS: 2004 BG: Hawaii Photo: Christie McMillan

BCY1056 (Blondie)  

FS: 2017 BCYUKNC2017_22

BCY1156 (Frosty)  

FS: 2022 BG: Hawaii
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BCYUKNC2022_11 (SurferFred)  

FS: 2022

BCYUKNC2022_03 (Groot)  

FS: 2022

BCYUKNC2022_37 (UFO)  

FS: 2022 Photo: Doug Davis

BCY0149 (RayBan) M 

FS: 2015 BG: Hawaii

BCY0564 (Duel)  

FS: 2022

BCY0882 (Pinky)  

FS: 2015 BG: Hawaii BCYUKNC2015_03 Photo: Doug Davis
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BCY0915 (TieDye)  

FS: 2021 BCYUKNC2021_02 Photo: Doug Davis

BCY0998 (Seven)  

FS: 2014 BG: Hawaii and Mexico BCZUKNC2015_04

BCY1114 (Angeles)  

FS: 2022 Photo: Megan Baker

BCYUKNC2022_36 (Birch)  

FS: 2022 Photo: Darla Farrington

BCY0883 (Mouse)  

FS: 2015 BCZUKNC2015_03 Photo: Megan Baker

BCY1103 (Anteater)  

FS: 2017 BG: Hawaii BCZUKNC2017_05 Photo: Doug Davis
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BCY1175 (Tao)  

FS: 2019 BCZUKNC2019_03 Photo: Megan Baker
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BCZ0128 M 

FS: 2022 Photo: Stacey Musgrave

BCZ0335 (Underbite)  

FS: 2014 BG: Mexico

BCZ0014 (Skadi)  

FS: 2017 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis

BCZ0195 (Lunar)  

FS: 2017 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis

BCZ0207 (LazyEye) F 

FS: 2003 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis

BCZ0240 (Rosie)  

FS: 2018 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis
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BCZ0259 (DragonFace)  

FS: 2014 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis

BCZ0271 (Fifteen)  

FS: 2015 BG: Mexico

BCZ0362 (RedBull)  

FS: 2022 Photo: Darla Farrington

BCZ0515   

FS: 2023 Photo: Darren Davies

BCZ0039 (Eel)  

FS: 2001 BG: Hawaii Photo: Megan Baker

BCZ0091 (Moth)  

FS: 2001 Photo: Doug Davis
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BCZ0216 (MolaMola)  

FS: 2022 BG: Mexico Photo: Darla Farrington

BCZ0430 (Gumboot)  

FS: 2016 BCZUKNC2016_01

BCZUKNC2022_05 (Precious)  

FS: 2022

BCZ0056 (Mashed) F 

FS: 2014 BG: Hawaii Photo: Megan Baker

BCZ0332 (Winter)  

FS: 2019 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis

BCZ0438 (Mangle)  

FS: 2015 BG: Hawaii BCZUKNC2015_01 Photo: Doug Davis
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BCZ0445 (Bagheera)  

FS: 2020 BG: Hawaii BCZUKNC2020_01 Photo: Darla Farrington

BCZ0454 (Scout)  

FS: 2015 BCZUKNC2016_03

BCZ0491 (Albatross)  

FS: 2019 BG: Hawaii BCZUKNC2019_02 Photo: Doug Davis

BCZUKNC2023_01 (Shrimp)  

FS: 2023 Photo: Doug Davis

BCZ0136 (Spot) F 

FS: 2001 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis

BCZ0223 (Wally) M 

FS: 2004 BG: Hawaii Photo: Megan Baker
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BCZ0225 (Spinelli)  

FS: 2001 BG: Hawaii

BCZ0267 (Befana)  

FS: 2023 BG: Hawaii

BCZ0296 (Equals)  

FS: 2001 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis

BCZ0333 (Gandalf)  

FS: 2014 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis

BCZ0382 (Ariel) F 

FS: 2003 BG: Hawaii BCZUKNC2003_01 Photo: Doug Davis

BCZ0439 (Thumbtack)  

FS: 2014 BCZUKNC2014_02
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BCZ0455 (Wavelet)  

FS: 2016 BG: Hawaii BCZUKNC2016_04

BCZ0465 (Ricochet)  

FS: 2017 BG: Hawaii BCZUKNC2017_03 Photo: Doug Davis

BCZ0466 (Chopsticks)  

FS: 2017 BCZUKNC2017_04 Photo: Doug Davis

BCZUKNC2022_01 (Imp)  

FS: 2022

BCZUKNC2022_02 (Lemur)  

FS: 2022

BCZUKNC2022_03 (Titan)  

FS: 2022
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BCZUKNC2022_06 (Snowball)  

FS: 2022 Photo: Darla Farrington

BCZUKNC2023_02 (Octopus)  

FS: 2023

BCZUKNC2023_03 (Felice)  

FS: 2023 BG: Hawaii

BCZ0077 (Sprinter) F 

FS: 2015 BG: Hawaii

BCZ0257 (Rabbit)  

FS: 2022 BG: Hawaii Photo: Darla Farrington

BCZ0277 (Blanco)  

FS: 2023 BG: Hawaii
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BCZ0428 (Pica)  

FS: 2015 BG: Hawaii BCZUKNC2015_02 Photo: Nicole Robinson

BCZ0463 (Sauron)  

FS: 2021 BCZUKNC2021_01

BCZ0490 (Olin) M 

FS: 2019 BG: Hawaii BCZUKNC2019_01 Photo: Geneviève Bock-Caron
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BCX1828 (Bob’s) Calf 2023   

FS: 2023 BCCUKNC2023_04

BCC0028   

FS: 2004 BCXUKNC2004_01 Photo: Doug Davis

BCZ0207 (LazyEye’s) Calf 2023   

FS: 2023 BG: Hawaii BCCUKNC2023_02

BCZ0056 (Mashed’s) Calf 2023   

FS: 2023 BG: Hawaii BCCUKNC2023_03

BCC0026 (Megalodon)  

FS: 2019 BCYUKNC2019_16

BCXUKNC2023_15 (Prawn’s) Calf 2023   

FS: 2023 BCCUKNC2023_01
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WE NEED THE OCEAN,  
THE OCEAN NEEDS US.
Ocean Wise builds communities that take meaningful action to protect 
and restore our ocean. Together – with business leaders, researchers, 
community members, governments and ocean lovers around the 
world – we are monitoring and protecting whales, fighting climate 
change and restoring biodiversity, protecting and restoring fish stocks, 
innovating for a plastic free ocean, educating and empowering youth.
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